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US Judge accepts 
insanity piea over 
theater shooting 



James Holmes 


CENTENNIAL, ColoradD 
(AFP) - A US judge on Tues¬ 
day accepted a plea of not 
guilty by reason of insanity 
by Janies HDimes, the man 
accused of shooting dead 12 
people and wounding dozens 
in a Colorado theater last 
year 

Judge Carlos Samour ac¬ 
cepted the plea after reading 
out a list of conditions, in¬ 
cluding that tlie 25-year-old 


agree to undergo a court-or¬ 
dered "sanity examination." 

The tests, to determine if 
Holmes IS indeed insane, will 
likely take several months, 
Prosecutors say complex 
p rep arati ons he all egedly 
made before the shootings 
show til at he knew exactly 
what he was doing, and tliat 
it was wrong. 

Holmes is accused of 
wounding another 70 people 
when he allegedly opened 
fire last July in a packed mid¬ 
night screening of the Bat¬ 
man movie "Tlie Dark 
Knight Pases" in the Col¬ 
orado town of Aurora, out¬ 
side Denver. 

Tlie trial judge imtially en¬ 
tered a straight "not guilty" 
plea on Holmes's behalf in 
March, when lawyers for 
Holmes said they were not 
yet ready to enter a plea. 

Continued on p g 6 


UN chief says new Syria 

report 'sickening and 
staggering' 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) - 
UN Secretary General Ban 
Ki-moon on Tuesday called a 
new report on growing atroc¬ 
ities in Syria's civil war" sick¬ 
ening and staggenng"„ his 
spokesman said 

A UN panel investigating 
human rights abuses said tliere 
was "reasonable grounds' to 
believe tliat chemical 
weapons had been used by 
President Bashar al-Assad's 
forces and opposition rebels. 

The panel said the 26- 
month-old conflict has 
reached "new levels of bru¬ 
tality' with new suspected 
massacres, sieges and wide¬ 
spread rights violations. 

UN spokesman Martin 
Nesirky said Ban had read 
the study and " frankly he 
finds the catalogue of atroci¬ 
ties in that report to be both 


sickening and staggering." 

Its findings highlighted 
the need for greater diplo¬ 
matic efforts to end the civil 
war and for Syria to give UN 
experts unfettered access to 
investigate the use of chemi¬ 
cal weapons, he added 

Syria has bio deed the UN m- 
qmry saying tiiat it should only 
investigate government claims 
of rebels using -diemicai arms. 

"The secretary general has 
been saying for a long time 
that tliere needs to he an en¬ 
hanced and accelerated push 
for a political solution to this 
c arnag e," sai d N esirl^y. 

Top officials from the 
United States, Russia and 
United Nations are to meet in 
Geneva today in a bid to set 
a date and agenda for an in¬ 
ternational conference on 
Syria 


Indication signs for tourist attractions 


University of Aruba presents 
study results to Minister Oduber 



In the context of the improve¬ 
ment of Aruba's tourism 
product, the government, 
tlirough die Tourism Product 
Enhancement Fund (TPEF), 
approached the Umversity of 
Aruba to undertake a study 
regarding the exploration and 
idenUfication of strategic 
tourism attractions across the 
island The study was to iden¬ 
tify where and what strategic 
points needed identification 
with road signs. 


Last Monday the Minister 
of Tourism Dtmar Oduber 
and Director of Pub he Works, 
Jossy Figaroa, received a 
presentation of the results of 
tlie findings and tlierr recom¬ 
mendations regarding road 
signs. 

Aruba has many tounstic 
attract ons which are difficult 
to find because of tlie lack of 
proper road sign indications. 
Consequently many of our 


visitors never get to these 
sites and leave without seeing 
them. 

The objective of the study 
was to indicate a process to 
identify primary tourism at¬ 
tractions and begin the first 
phase of prepanng ro ad signs 
to indicate tliese sites. 

A group of students of the 
Faculty of Hospitality Man¬ 
agement of the University did 
the research. 

Continued on pg 5 



UNEP 


i#9 




WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY 

5 JUNE 


REDUCE • 


■L ^ - - ^ 

If 


•FOODPRINT 











































2 


THE MORNING NEWS 


Wednesday, June 5, 2013 







Open daily dpm-tOish 
Breakfast Bam to 12pm 
Unch/dinner 12pm‘ tOish 
phone number 586-1004 

NOW Servinfl 

breakfast 

lunoh and dinner 
seven days 
a week. 


-All you can eat 
pancakes $> coffee 
16.99 

2Eggs, Toast 
Coffee 14.49 


Across from Radisson Resort 
the “I ^Aruba sign" 


delivery In hotel area 

orders over $SO 


5 Burgers Aruba 


Free Coffee 
Unlimited 
Refills with 

Breakfast entree ! Burgers, Fries.. A More! 


Aruba Bank announces a Corporate Banking Breakfast 
Session focusing on Leadership and Management, with 

expert in the field Cor Storm 






amuinsi-JifltcitiEn 


«Dr- 


Bring dsiscoupcin co gci chis pramorion 

3 Course Local Menu 

appetizer, entree and dessert 


Fish Soup, French Ojiion Soup. Siilad 


Aruban Combo. Cabriio Sroba. Ribj. Kcshi Vena 
Chicken, Fisherman's Loor, Ca^spariio Chicken 

Icc Q^csillaor Chacal^c Cake 

T 


bird ipccial 


independent firm in the yeEir 
2QD0, and has since then ad¬ 
vised different directors and 
different management teams 
in a variety of organizations, 
regarding their professional 
development 

Aside from personal guid¬ 
ance, Storm organizes man¬ 
agement and leadership 


courses with [he objecEive of 
improving the level of per¬ 
formance of every person 
witliin the organization. Tlie 
informative sessions facili¬ 
tated by Cor Stonn distin¬ 
guish themselves by their 
level of content quality and 
continiuty delivered at a high 
international standard. Storm 
worked for many years as tlie 
intenm director at various 
companies. Before he moved 
to Aruba, he handled several 
multinational companies, al¬ 
ways in top executive posi¬ 
tions. 

Aruba Bank is organizing 
tins session with complete 
confidence that Cor Storm’s 
expertise will give clients the 
tools so that they can b ecome 
more success fill businessper¬ 
sons For organizational rea¬ 
sons. the number of seats are 
limited, so make sure you 
register before Friday, June 
14th, to guarantee your spot 
in the much-anticipated Man¬ 
agement and Leadership ses¬ 
sion. offered at no cost by 
Aruba Bank to its commer¬ 
cial clients. 


Special Wind Statement 


A strong east-southeast wind- 
flow will influence Aruba 
today into Wednesday. For 
today expect wind gust up to 
34 knots and on Wednesday 
up to 36 knots. 

The windforce combined 


witli tlie east-southeasterly 
direction will make seas 
rough over open waters and 
other areas facing east-south¬ 
east 

Swimmers are urged to 
use caution also between 


Baby-Beach up to Puiita 
Brabo Boaters can expect a 
strong surface wind drift cur¬ 
rent also between Baby- 
Beach up to Rinta Brabo 

As already stated in our 
marine forecast, boaters 
should use caution over open 
waters. 

Even though winds will 
become less, they will still 
have gusts above 30 knots 
tlirough the rest of the week. 

Nomal wind conditions 
for june are 17 knots with 
gusts up to 33 knots. 

Precautionary measui’es: 

Continue to use caution 
over open waters. 

Also keep an sharp eye on 
loose objects, that can be¬ 
come flying debris. 

For more information 
http :/Avww.meteo.aw 


Aiuba Bank revealed its next 
event, targeting commercial 
dients, offering an interesting 
session, focused on Leader- 
slup and Management, facil¬ 
itated by Cor Storm. 

Aruba Bank’s Breakfast 
Session will be taking place 
on Thursday June 30tli, from 
Sam to 11am at the main 
branch. Aruba Bank Ca- 
macun, in the Young Entre¬ 
preneur Center. Tlie session 
will be presented in English 
Those who are interested 
in participating are kindly 
asked to register before Fri¬ 
day, June 14til. by sending an 
e-mailto: leadershipmanage- 
m ent@arub ab ank com. P.eg - 
istration is free 

Arub a Bank is proud to in¬ 
troduce Cor Storm as its in¬ 
ternational expert in the fields 
of executive coaching, man¬ 
agement support, change 
management interim man¬ 


agement and the implementa- a Management Coach. In coi¬ 
tion of business structures labGrationwithluswife,Vi- 
Storm. has been active on the vian, he set up an 
island for the past 13 years as 
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PokefRoom 


* W 3 

Open Ham ■ 11pm ^ 
Simulcast of all ma 3 ror 0,$, tracks 
ThorooglAred & Harness 

No Cliarge on Winner 

Poker Tournament 
Niglitly 



tura Casino: 

9 players win" 



Aura. Caana at the Occiden¬ 
tal Grand is the place to play 
right now! The cash prizes 
are flowing out and happy 
players are leaving witli big 
smiles on their faces. 

Recently, Mrs. Siiandra 
Wetzel was one of those 
happy winners. Mrs. Wetzel 
found her lucky streak in tlie 
newly renovated Aura Casino 
"'where players win " 

She won tlie amount of 
$1,000,- while playing on tlie 
brand new slot maclune 
"Keno." 

Anather happy winner 
was Ml'. Phillip Ramdial, 
who won a total amount of 
$1.S46,- at the Aura Casino 
while playing on the brand 
new slot machine ''Wild 
Lions/' 

Mrs. Lymi Jone.s also de¬ 
cided to join the winners. 
Mrs. Koolman won a total 
amount of $2.5CR),- playing 
the slotmachine "Double 
Jackpot." 




And the winning just con¬ 
tinues at the Aura Casino as 
IVIrs, Laura Baxtulovic also 
finds her lucky streak in the 
Casino "where players win'. 

Mrs. Bartulovic won a 
totad amount of $l.d58,Pl at 
the Aura Casino at the Occi¬ 
dental Grand wlnle playing 
on the brand new slot ma- 
clune "Quick Hits." 

Mrs. Naomi Prada was 
also aiiDtlier happy winner 
after walking away with the 
nice sum of $4.35^, won on 
the slot machine "Indian 
Spirit." 

Mrs. Tina Higgins was 
also a happy winner after 
playing on the slotmachine 
“The Last Empeior.’" 

She won a total amount of 
$1,307,20 

Cashing in was also Mi's. 
Doima Nuccio. 

Mrs Nuccio walked awy 
with the pretty sum of 
$1,580^14 after playing the 
slotmaclune “Quick Hits.” 

Mr. Darresn Dolivo also 
joined the winners. He won a 
total amount of$2IWO,-. Tins 
was Mr. Dolivo’s second 
jackpot! 

Ml’, Martijn Jonkman 
also won at Aura Casino on 
the slotmachine "Quick 
Hits." Ml' Jonkman won 
$i.au,34. 

Staff & Management want 
to congratulate all tlie lucky 
’Winners and invite eveiymne 
to come and ’win at tlie Aura 
Casino at tlie Occidental 
Grand: ^Wliei'e players 

The center of Aruba has 
definitely shifted here at the 
Aura Casino, which happens 
to be smack-dab in the mid¬ 
dle of all tlie action on Palm 
Beach. 

Come and try your luck, 
maybe you can be one of 
Aura Casino's next lucky 
winners! 


Dutch King Willem-Alexander and 
Queen Maxima visit Germany 



The NethtTliiidii’ new myal cr^uple are in Cermany for a first official 
visit in theii' nni' capacity, after the abdicafian of Queen Beatrix. King 
Willem-Atexaiuderanl Queen Maxima weie greeted by Cliancellsr An¬ 
gela Merkel. Tlie loyalpakieceved a wekome fiom tlie chancellor in 
Berlin lids veek at the beginning of lliew two-day visit. They went on 
to a recep don with full military JionoiTS and hutch with German Presi¬ 
dent Lfoacldm Oauckat the Bellevue Palace^ befbn departing for ap¬ 
pointments in the state of Hes»e. 
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J A]^ IrI E 

-^ --- 


Located in San Nicolas in front of 
the BSL laundry, at the back of 
the mainstreet, 

Tel: 588-9027 

Jamaica Mi trie Aruba 


MENU 




SEAFOOP 

Friui Puli' 

CHICKEN 

J&rk. (U'U^cice/n, 
Fri&d, Chi/c4iAn, 


Qttf 

PORK 

pork. 

Jcrlc Park 

OOAT 

O^rLf 


Get iO% DtSCCUMT wU-k fK^ 




CLOSED ON SUNDAYS 


LG Smith Steak and Chop 
house earns 2013 Tripadvisor 
Certificate of Excellence 




imim iiteaK and Chop 
House located on the 2iid 
floor of tlie P^.eJlaissElnce Mall 


recently announced that 
they were recipient of a 
Trip Advisor Certificate 
of Excellence award. 
Tlie accolade, which 
honors hospitality excel¬ 
lence, is given only to es¬ 
tablishments that 

consistently aclneve out¬ 
standing traveler reviews 
0 n Trip Advi sor. Only the top- 
perforniing 10 percent of 
businesses listed on TnpAd- 


visor receive this prestigious 
award 

To qualify for a Certifi¬ 
cate of Excellence, busi¬ 
nesses must maintain an 
overall rating of four or 
higher, out of a possible five, 
as reviewed by travelers on 
TnpAdvisor, and must have 
been listed on Trip Advisor 
for at least 12 montlis. Satisfy 
your inner carnivore at LTj 
S mith’s Steak and Chop 
House, offenng Cenified 
Angus Beef® and an exten¬ 
sive selection of international 
wines. Sit down to dinner in 
an inviting, comfortable at¬ 
mosphere while our profes¬ 
sional staS caters to your 
every need. L.G Snutli’s is 
open mghtly for dinner from 
5:20 pm to 11pm and hosts 
live entertainment every Sat¬ 
urday at d:20 pm, featuring 
popular saxophonist “El 
Prove.” For happy hour gath- 
enngs or a relaxing mghtcap„ 
come to The Lounge with 
more live entertainment and 
dell CIO us menu available 
until 6 am. 

"LG Smith Steak and 
Chop House is pleased to re¬ 
ceive a Trip Ad visor Certifi¬ 
cate of Excellence,” said 
Zugheila Lindeborg of the 
Pv.enai33ance Resort Aruba 
“We slnve to offer our cus¬ 
tomers a memorable dimng 
experience, and tins accolade 
IS evidence that our hard 
work IS translating into posi¬ 
tive reviews. We invite you to 
discover Aruba's very best 
steaks and a full menu boast¬ 
ing tlie finest dishes in the 
Caiibbean." 


Saudi prince forks out 15 mn 
euros at Paris Disneyland 


PARIS (AFP) - A Saudi 
pnnee spent 15 million euros 
($15.5 million) for three days 
of fun at Disneyland near 
Pans to celebrate lus degree, 
sources faimliar with the af¬ 
fair told AFP. 

Prince Fahd al-Saud 
booked entire areas of the 
park over May 22 to 24 for 
lus fiO-odd guests The festiv¬ 
ities included tailor-made 
events involving 'rare Disney 
characters," tlie sources said. 


Special security was put in 
place for tlie pnnee,. one of 
the park's top customers. 

The theme park attracted 
16 million visitors last year 
but Euro Disney has not 
made any profits since it 
opened 2D years ago 

In the SIX months to 
March, the group had a net 
loss of 35.1 million euros 
compared w^itli a loss of 11 3 
million euros in the same pe¬ 
riod last year. 


Finding the balance 

On a regular basis, I often 
meet people that are fed up 
with tlie situation, where 
someone IS arrested and witli a 
very lenient punisliment, in the 
shortest time, is back out on 
the street 

Up front I want to make it 
very clear that we have noth¬ 
ing to tell the judge about the 
pumshmenthe hands out. Tliis 
IS a prerogative o f tlie judge and must stay tins way too. 

But a good judge has to have a “feeling” of what lives 
amongst the citizens. 

Police officers are frustrated and in general tlie public is 
also. 

So personally, simply said, I think that when a judge has 
this “feeling”, he will do his job better 

And Parliament IS not flawless eitlier, they should pass 
tO:Ugherlaws 

By; Roland W. Petei’son. 




73 Fully furnished apts. Kitchen ! Airco/Gable TV 
Free Internet I Library i Swimming Pool / Laundry i Fitness Room 
Less than 1 mile from Eagle Beach! Feel free to contact or visit us. 
Mon - Fri; flam-7pm. Sat&Sun: 9am-5pnn 



697 / 583-7484 Fax; 583-5203 


E-mail: qualily^etarret.aw ■ IiVebsite; mm. anjbBqualityapartmants.com | 
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Luxury Living at an Island Paradise 


^ Fu!l Ownership Condominium 
^ Starting from US$ 350^000 
^ Financing available 
^ Rental income ti«residi 
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The Nissan Sentra 2013 has arrived 

on Aruba! 



University of 
Aruba presents 
study results to 
Nfinister Oduber 

Continued from pg 1 

The students were: 
Man sol Vrolijk, Gingei' 
Wei‘leman, Juan Carlos de 
la Ci\;z and Carl Quant. 

Alllb a will adhei^e to ttie 
International reqiiu^einents 
of the UUWTO with re¬ 
spect to the color and de¬ 
sign of tliese road signs 
These signs will have a 
brown color witli the 
Alllb a logo, makmg lliem 
easy to distinguish from 
the blue signs which indi¬ 
cate routes to take. The 
brown signs will indicate 
tiow to get to tourism at- 
fractions. 

This will be another 
project to be financed by 
the TPEF. It IS expected 
that together with the de- 
p aliment of Rib he Works 
tlie project will be pre¬ 
pared and executed tunely 


Whether you’re looping for 
style, refinement, space, 
economy in gasoline or sim¬ 
ply a technological cabin, 
you will find all this in the 
new Ni ssan S entra 2 D13. Tlie 
seventh generation of the 
Senlra is the mo st innovative 
design in the history of the 
past 3D years. 

Sentra 3Q13 is an elegant 
rnodef modern, refined and 
reflects a “professional” 
character 

This makes its owner a bit 
more entlrusiastic driving 
something more “premium” in 
tins particular category. Tins 
model adopts Nissan’s signa¬ 
ture bold headligilts and LED 
hghts used as an accent. Tins is 
the only model in tins type of 
sedan witli standard LED ac¬ 
cents both 111 fi:ant and behind 

Sentra 2D13’s sophisti¬ 
cated look continues with a 
superior interior design of 
high quality which you nor¬ 
mally doiTt get in compact 
cars. Many drivers are aston¬ 
ished at die liltenor space, 
making tins car comfortable 
for driver and passengers. 
Tlie trunk compartment is 


also very spacious. 

Regarding technology, the 
Sentra 2D13 conies equipped 
for an Ipod and Bluetooth. 
Other charactensties of tlie 
Sentra 2 D13 are its intelligent 
Key keyless entry and Risli 
Start Button. 


The Sentra 2013 has a l.S 
liter, 4-cylinder engine and 6- 
speed manual transmission. 

Top car N.V is the local 
exclusive agent for all Nissan 
and KIA autos on Aruba. 
Topcar provides her clients 
top rated service in parts. 


sales and garage work. 

Visit their showroom in 
the Cay a Ernesto Petroiua 21 
or call 523-4203 or 532- 
3747. Or send an email to: 
mfo@topcar-aruba for more 
infomiation. Like their face- 
book page: Nissan Aruba. 
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FOOD & FUN FOR EVERYONE! 


II 


Tf-n-tRSX5>AY 

you. CAN 

^AT ■&B-C2,-Rj-as 
4y.sio 


www.barneysaruba.com Palm beach 21 A Tel ;+297-5S6 5420 Closed on Monday's, FOR PRIVATE PARTY'S CALL! 


AL-L you CAN 
GAT 3-reAK. 
4 ^.s^o 


Chrysler rejects Jeep 
recall for alleged fire 
risk 


Merkel pledges aid as flood surge 
heads for Germany 



WASHINGTON (AFP) - 
Clirysler rejected Tuesday a 
US safety agency's request to 
recall up to 2.7 million Jeep 
sport utility vehicles to fix a 
risk of engine fires that have 
left dozens dead 

The US automaker said it 
had received a letter from the 
National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration re¬ 
questing it to recall Jeep 
Grand Cherokees in model 
years 1993-2004 and the Jeep 
Liberty from model years 
2002-2007- 

"Tlie company does not 
agree with NHTSA's conclu¬ 
sions and does not intend to 
re c all tlie velii cl e s cite d in the 
investigation. The subject ve¬ 
hicles are safe and are not de¬ 
fective," Chrysler said in a 
statement. 

In its letter to Chrysler 
dated June 3, the NfTTSA 
said an investigation begun a 
year ago came to a "tenta¬ 
tive" conclusion that the 
placement oftlie fuel tank be¬ 
hind the rear axle in the 
SUVs raises safety risks 

"Tills investigation re¬ 
vealed numerous fire-related 
deaths and injunes, fires that 
did not result m deaths and 
fuel leaks in rear impacts," 
the agency said 

The NHTSA said fatal 
rear-impact fires caused the 
death of 44 people in the 
Cherokee and seven in the 
Liberty. 

Chiysler insisted the 
agency's conclusions were 
"based on an incomplete 
analysis of tlie underlying 
data.' 

" All of us remain commit¬ 
ted to continue working with 
NHTSAto provide informa¬ 
tion confinmng the safety of 


tilese vehicles," Sergio Mar- 
chiomie, chairman and chief 
executive of Clirysler, said in 
tlie statement. 

Tlie NHTSA's recommen¬ 
dation 'does not constitute a 
formal finding or conclusion" 
that the vehicles have a 
safety-related defect, it said 

Tlie NHTSA did not im¬ 
mediately comment Tuesday 
on Chrysler's refusal to recall 
the cai’s. But the automaker 
ist required to provide the 
agency with a full explana¬ 
tion of Its decision. 

If tlie two sides still dis¬ 
agree on the issue, tlie 
NHTSA can hold a public 
lieanng and, if it concludes 
tliat a safety-related defect 
does exist, it can order a re call 


PASSAU, Germany (AFP) - 
Chancellor Angela Merkel 
pledged 10D million euros in 
emergency aid for flood-rav¬ 
aged areas on Tuesday, as 
surging waters tliat have 
claimed at least 11 lives and 
forced tens of thousands of 
evacuations across central 
Europe bore down toward 
Gemiany. 

Heavy rains have turned 
vast regions into lakes, icut off 
villages, severed transport 
links and left liistoric city cen¬ 
tres under muddy brown 
water. The inundations have 
also brought back dark mem¬ 
ories of devastating floods that 
killed dozens 11 years ago 

Tlie largest volumes of 
floodwater have travelled 
down two of Europe's great 
river systems: the Danube, 
winch mns from Germany 
through Austna and centr^ 
Europe into the Black Sea, and 
die Elbe, which flows from the 
Czech Republic tlirough Ger¬ 
many into die Nordi Sea. 

Merkel travelled by heli¬ 
copter over the flood zone 
and visited tliree impacted 
areas, starting in Passau, 
Bavaria, where the Danube 
meets two other rivers and 
peaked late Monday at 12.9 


US judge accepts insanity plea 
over theater shooting 

Continued from pg 1 


At a new hearing in May, 
Holmes's court-appointed at¬ 
torney Daniel King said he 
was willing to enter an insan¬ 
ity plea, hut the judge said he 
would not yet formally ac¬ 
cept the change of plea. 

In court on Tuesday, the 
judge read out an five-page, 
IS-point advisement which 
defined the applicable test for 
insanity, and listed what was 
required of Holmes and Ins 
lawyers. 

After reading tlie advise¬ 
ment, tlie judge asked 
Holmes if he had any ques¬ 
tions, and the accused 
replied "No ' 

Tlie judge ordered Holmes 
to be sent to tlie Colorado 
State Mental Institute in 
Pueblo, Colorado. He will 


likely be moved there from 
jail in a matter of weeks, and 
could stay tliere for a month 
or two. 

Tlie judge said tliere was 
'no doubt on tlie part of the 
defense attorneys as to Mr 
Holmes' ability to understand 
the proceedings." 

Witnesses said Holmes 
threw smoke bomb-type de¬ 
vices before opening fire in 
the theater with weapons in¬ 
cluding an AP^.-15 rmlitary- 
style nfle, a 12-gauge 
shotgun and a 4 D-caliber pis¬ 
tol 

Prosecutors are pursuing 
the death penalty in the case, 
in which Holmes faces 166 
counts of capital murder and 
attempted murder. 



German Chanoellor Angela 
Merkel (L) and Passau 
Mayor Juergen Dupper (Rf 
tour the south-eastern 
Bavarian flooded centre of 
Passau, about 200 km (124 
miles) north-east of Munich 
June 4, 2013. 

metres (42 feet), the highest 
level since 1501. 

The chancellor vowed the 
emergency cash would be 
disbursed in an unbureau- 
cratic way because “whafs 
important now is tliat tlie aid 
quickly reaches the people", 
Tlie property damage in Pas¬ 
sau ^one was estimated at 20 
million euros ($26 million) 
by the city niB()''ar. 

Some people have pad- 
died canoes down flooded 
streets in Passau, where 
drinking water, power and 
phone services were cut. 
Elsewhere stranded residents 


were evacuated from their 
soggy homes by rescue per¬ 
sonnel using inflatable boats 

'Tlie damage and tlie loss 
of income is along-temi mat¬ 
ter And that's why our sup¬ 
port livill not cease,' said 
Merkel, who faces an elec¬ 
tion in less than four raonllis 
and was later photographed 
helping fill sandbags. 

Across the region, tlie of¬ 
ficial deatli toll rose to 11 as 
Czech emergency services 
recovered the body of a man 
from the swTollen Male Labe 
nver in the narthern 
Krkonose niDuntain range, 
near tlie border with Poland 

Tlie deluge killed seven 
others in the Czech Republic, 
including a woman who was 
lutby an uprooted tree as she 
walked her dog. Two others 
died in Austna and one in 
Switzerland Several more 
people were missing. 

Across much of tlie 
swamped rep on, rail, road 
and nver traffic links were 
cut, crops destroyed, schools 
and Victories closed and hos¬ 
pitals evacuated. 

In Prague, the flood water 
lut its hipiest level on Tues¬ 
day after inundating the aty 
centre, displacing more than 
S,QDO people and forcing tlie 
mght-lime evacuation oftlie 
city's zoo. 

Tlie mass of water was 
headed downstream to Ger¬ 
many, where cities on the 
Elbe, including Dresden and 
Magdeburg, scrambled to 
prepare for potentially mas¬ 
sive floods 


lan<^oop 


c 


tAa 


Luftcli Buffet 

Saturday - Sunday 

12:00 - 3 p.m. Dinner 

Monday - Sunday 
6:00 - 11:00 p.m 

Palm Beach Center - Palm Beach Amha - Tel: 5S4M944 
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Best Brands at 
Best Prices 

for the Whole Family! 

Caya G.E Batico Croes 3 
At the beginning of the M a instreet 
Tel: 5822120 
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International News 


Queen Elizabeth II 
marks coronation 60th 

anniversary 



Spanish region starts serving 
meals to needy students 


LONDON (AFP) - Qtieen 
Elizabedi II celebrated iLe SQth 
atmiversaty of her coronation 
yesterday by retiiming to 
Westminster Abbey for a spe¬ 
cial seiiTice, witli the gliUenng 
solid gold crown and the holy 
oil used to anoint her taking 
centre stage. 

Some '2,200 guests uielud¬ 
ing all the semor royals 
crammed into tlie historic Lon¬ 
don church for die seivice 
which reflected her crowning 
on June 2„ 1952 - and lifetime 
of duty ever since. 

The S7-year-old monarch 
was joined on the front row by 
Prince William and Ins heavily 
pregnant wife Catherine, who 
sat with her hands clasped 
under her b aby bump. 

The sovereign, in an oyster- 
coloured outfit by Angela 
Kelly, was accompanied by her 


husband Prince Pliilip, 91, who 
was at her side despite skip¬ 
ping a public engagement on 
Monday due to ill health 

St Edward's Crown, inlaid 
with precious stones, was dis¬ 
played on the iiigb altar after 
leaving tlie Tower of London 
for the first time since it was 
used &r the queen's coronation 
six decades ago. 

Hie crown, made for the 
coronation of England's king 
Charles II in Idfrl, was dis¬ 
played alongside the Ampulla 
-- the gold, eagle-shaped flask 
containing tlie holy anointing 
oil. 

Hie clear glass bottle was 
processed in by representatives 
of Biitish society -- winch in¬ 
cluded two schoolchildren, a 
Girl Guide and a school cross¬ 
ing patrol 'lollipop lady' in her 
fluorescent yellow uniform. 


MADRID (AFP) - Schools in 
Spain's southern Andalucia re¬ 
gion, winch has the country's 
highest jobless rate, have 
stalled providing free break¬ 
fasts and snacks to around 
1 1,1300 needy students. 

Outrage as 
Egypt court 
sentences 43 
NGO workers 

CAIRO (AFP) - A Cairo couit 
on Tuesday sentenced 41 
Egyptian and foreign NGO 
workers to jail terms ranging 
from one to five years for work¬ 
ing illegally, causing outrage 
abroad and raising fears for die 
fnture of civil soaety work. 

The sentences follow tnals 
which came in tlie wake of 
raids m 2011 on the offices of 
foreign NGOs, many which 
had operated without licences 
under ousted president Hosni 
Muh ai'ak but win ch tlie new au- 
tlionties deemed were receiv¬ 
ing hinds illicitly. 

The cnminal court sentenced 
27 defendants in absentia to 
five years 

Five defendants who were 
present in the countiy, melud¬ 
ing one Amen cam were sen¬ 
tenced to two yeai's belnnd bars 
and ordered to pay a fine of 
1,00D Egyptian pounds (almost 
$145) 

The remaimng 11 were ea^ch 
given one-yeai' suspended sen¬ 
tences 

The court also ordered tlie 
perinatienl closure of tlie 
branches of tlie NGOs where 
tlie staffei's worked. 

Hie verdict caused an oulciy 
abroad, with Geimany express¬ 
ing anger 

The verdiizt comes as Egypt 
debates a newly proposed law 
regulating NGOs that has been 
sharply criticised by civil soci¬ 
ety groups. 


Hie initiative is part of a 
package of measures approved 
by the regional government in 
Seville, run by the Socialist 
Pally and the fai-left United 
Left, on April 30 "to fight 
against social exclusion". 
Under the plan some IfrQOO 
mmors began on Monday get¬ 
ting nulk and firuit for break¬ 
fast and a sandwich as an 
afternoon snack. 

Hie region already provided 
a fi'ee lunch to ai'ound 70,000 
needy children 

□nee the first phase of the 
programme, which has a 
budget of 2 0 million euros 
($2.id- million), is fully imple¬ 
mented some 50,000 minors 


will receive breakfast and an 
afternoon snack. 

Andaluaa, which is home to 
around S.5 million people, 
making it Spain's most popu¬ 
lous region, has been espe¬ 
cially hard-hit by the economic 
downturn. 

Its un empl oym ent r ate 
stands at 3 b percent above the 
na.tronal average of 27.2 per¬ 
cent. 

in April the regional govern¬ 
ment approved a law that al¬ 
lows it to expropriate 
properties from which people 
are about to be evicted for up 
to tlu'ee years to allow them to 
continue to live there. 
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stay with us! 

quiet 
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SUING THIS AD TO RECEIVE A FREE ORANGE JUICE 


'Romanci 


Stons at 


LOCATED AT: 
PLATA LINDA 
BEACH RESORT 
TE: 5 86 404 6 


MONDAY THRU SATURDAY 8^1 1 AM 

2 £cos (frieo, scrambled or poached) 

WITH BACON, AND LINiO SAUSACE^. 


'Restaurant 


EARLY BIRD SPECIAL 


rJ>QTATQ£S>^ TQA^T ANP COFFEE OR TEA 


Lnoictikla Beast 


DiatterSiabd 


Ctio«o^ 


I Filet ri I 

All »FVid with Fr«och FHe« or Mid Potato on our Fainosi KOT $ton€ 



Living 


Germ-kiiiing soaps cut hospitai 
infection rates 


Hong Kong man finds he is 
a woman after doctor visit 



WASHINGTON (AFP) - A 
policy of regiilEffly washing 
every patient in the intensive 
cai'e unit with antimicrohial 
cloths helped cut down on 
dangerous blood infections by 
44 percent, a US study said. 








15 MINUTE 
ENGLISH 
UFESTYLE & 
NEWS SHOW 


ON 15 ATVALOCAL 

NBC LICENSEE 

WEEKNIGHTS7;15PM 


Tbe strategy was better at 
cutting back potentially lethal 
methicilLto-resistant Staphylo¬ 
coccus aureus (MRS A) infec¬ 
tions than screening and 
isolating infected pabents, said 
the report in tlie New flu gland 
Joumal 0 f M e dicine. 

The randomized study com¬ 
pared methods at 43 hospitals, 
mcluding 74 ICUs and 74,25d 
pabents. 

The winning practice, 
known as 'universal decolo- 
mzahon,' involves giving pa¬ 
tients a nasal dose of the 
antibiotic mupirocin twice 
d ally for h ve d ays, and 
hatlung patients daily with 
clotliE covered in antmucrobial 
chiorhejadine for the entire 
ICU stay. 

"Universal decolonization of 
patients in the ICU was the 
most effecbve strategy, sigmf- 
icantly reducing MRSA-posi- 
tive clinical cultures by 37 
percent and bloodstream in- 
fe ebons from any patliogen by 
44 percent," said tiie study 

iTie metliod works by reduc¬ 
ing tlie number of pathogens 
on the sbn, "thus protecting 
pabents m the ICU from their 
own microhiota during a pe- 
nod of heightened vulnerabil¬ 
ity to infectioix" said tire study. 

Also, by cutting back on tlie 
number of microbes, there 
were fewer opportunities for 
patient-to-patient spread of 
harmful pathogens. 


Anotlier key to tlie strategy 
was it began on tlie first day in 
the ICU, eliminating the watt¬ 
ing involved witli ttying to iso¬ 
late patients who may be 
infected. 

Washing all ICU patients 
this way could also cut down 
on unnecessary surveillance 
tests and do away with precau¬ 
tions over contacting patients 
who test positive, which can 
interfere with cai'e, the re- 
seai'chers said 

However, some prior re¬ 
search has pomted to die pos¬ 
sibility dial widespread use of 
clilorhexidine and mupirocin 
could lead to MRS A resist¬ 
ance, so such efforts would 
need to be monitored carefully. 

MRSA IS priority target 
among health cai'e associated 
infections because of its preva¬ 
lence, virulence and mulddiiig 
resistant pro file, said die study. 


HONG KONG (AFP) - A 66- 
yeai'-old who lived lus whole 
life as a man was given a sur¬ 
prising diagnosis after visiting 
the doctor in Hong Kong widi 
a swollen abdomen -- he was a 
woman. 

Do ctors reahse d the p atient 
was female after they found 
die swelling came from alai^e 
cyst on an ovary, the Hong 
Kong Medical Journal re¬ 
ported. 

The condition was the re¬ 
sult of two rare genetic disor¬ 
ders. 

Tie subject had Turner syn¬ 
drome, which affects girls and 
women and results from a 
problem with the chromo¬ 
somes, widi characteristics in¬ 
cluding infertility and short 
stature. 

But he also had congenital 
adrenal hyperplasia, increasing 
male honnones and makiug 
the patient, who had a heard 
and a "micropenis", appear 
like a man. 


The 1.37 meters (4.5 feet) 
tall patient, who grew up as an 
orphan, was found to have no 
testes, a liistoiy of urinary 
leakage since childhood, aud 
stopped growmg after puberty 
at the age of 10 

Hie doctors said tiierehave 
been only six cases where botii 
genetic disorders have been re¬ 
ported in medical literature. 
Turner Syndrome on its own 
affects only one m 2,500 to 
3,000 females. 

Tlie Vietnam-born Cliinese 
patient decided to continue 
"perceiving himself as having 
a male gender with the possi¬ 
ble need of testosterone re¬ 
placement,' according to the 
journal 

Most men have a X and a Y 
chronio some and most women 
have a pair ofX cliromosomes 
But people with Turner Syn¬ 
drome tend to have only one X 
chromosome or are missing 
partoftiieir secondX chromo¬ 
some. 


Simple vinegar test cuts cervical cancer 
deaths: study 


CHICAGO (AFP) - A simple 
vinegai' test could prevent 
73,000 deaths fr'oni cervical 
cancer worldwide each year, 
the authors of a large-scale 
study of women in India said. 

Wealthy countries have 
managed to reduce cervical 
cancer deaths by 30 percent 
thaiti^s to the widespread use of 
regulai'Pap smeai's. 

But ceivical cancer remams 
the leading cause of cancer 
death among women in India 
and many other developing 
countries lacking the money, 
doctoi^, nurses or laboratories 
for widespread screening. 

Tlie vinegar test, while not 
perfect, offers a solution to tiiat 
problem. 

A primary health cai'e 
worker swabs the woman's 


cervix with vinegar, winch 
causes pre-cancerous tumors 
to turn white. The results ai'e 
known a imnute later when a 
bright light IS used to visually 
inspect the cervix. 

Aside from the cost sav¬ 
ings, the instantaneous results 
ai'e a major advantage for 
women in rural areas who 
might otiieiwise have to travel 
for hours to see a do ctor 

Tlie randomized study of 
15D,I]00 women over 15 years 
found that the vinegai' test was 
able to reduce cervical cancer 
deatiis by 31 percent. 

Tlie incidence of cervical 
caucer was essentially the 
same among the women who 
were screened every other year 
and those who were simply 


taught how to watch for warn¬ 
ing signs. 

Early detection is critical m 
successfully treating the dis¬ 
ease. 

Health officials in the state 
of Maliarashtra, where the 
study was conducted, are 
preparing to tram primary 
he^th care workers to provide 
the vmegar screemng to all 
women aged 35 to 64 m the 
state. 

The researchers are also 
working with national healtii of- 
fiaals to make the screening 
available tiinougliDut the country 

The Indian government also 
plans to reach out to other low 
to moderate income countries 
to share the results and offer 
traimng resources. 
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Sci-Tech 


NATO to set up cyber- 
defence rapid reaction 
teams 


BRUSSELS (AFP) - NATO 
defenceniuiisterE a^eedTues¬ 
day to set up rapid reaction 
teams to help defend the mili¬ 
tary idliance against a growing 
numb er 0 f cyb er- attacks, m any 
of tlieui blamed on Cliina. 

"In the progi'ess report we 
have adopted today we agi'eed 
to establish rapid reaction teams 
that can help protect NATO's 
own systems," aUiance head 
Anders Fogh P^.asmussen said. 

This "cyber-defence capabil¬ 
ity should be fully operational 
by the autuimi," Rasmussen 
told a press conference 

"Hiis IS a first phase. A sec¬ 
ond phase would be to look 
mto how tlie alliance can re¬ 
spond to requests from Allies 
who come under cyb ei-attack," 
he said. 


Rasmussen stressed tiiat 
cyber-secunty --the defence of 
the electronics information 
systems at the heart of modem 
warfai'e - remained tlie re¬ 
sponsibility of its 3S member 
states 

The icyber-secunty issue is 
top of the agenda for a two-day 
defence ministers' meeting at 
NATO headquarters in Bms- 
sels. 

US Defense Secretary Chuck 
Hagel, attending his first 
NATO meeting since taking of¬ 
fice, on Saturday accused 
China of waging i::yber-espi¬ 
onage aganst tlie US after an 
Amenccin report found evi¬ 
dence of a broad Chinese spy¬ 
ing campaign against top US 
defence conti'actors and gov¬ 
ernment agencies. 



TAIPEI (AFP) - A staff displays a NeuroSky's new prod¬ 
ucts during the 2013 Computex in Taipei on June 4,2013, 
Computex is Asia's biggest annual IT trade fair, which 
opened on June 4. 



BOSS 

HUCO QQSS 

Emmastraat 3 - Plaza Margareta 

Phone 588-5406 

Opening Hours; 

Monday through Saturday 9:30 a.m. - 6:30 p.m. 


lb save corals, save tha forests: study 



Madagascar 


will have a big effect on these 


PARIS (AFP) - Conservation¬ 
ists fighting to save coastal 
coral reefs should tinnk first 
about combatting local defor¬ 
estation rather tiiEBi attacking 
the wi der penlofglobal warm - 
mg, suggests an unusual study 
published on Tuesday. 

Sediment washed downriver 
by tree-depleted land cau enp- 
ple near-shore corals, as it 
clouds the water and dimin¬ 
ishes the light on which coral 
communities depend. 

When the sediment sinks to 
the seabed, it smothers the 
corals, forcing them to in¬ 
crease energy expenditure to 
survive, boosting the risk of 
“bleaching" and die-out. 

A team led by Joseph Mama 
of Macquarie University in 
Sydney, Australia, carried out 
a computer simulation of four 
river systems in Madagascar 
whose outflows have an im¬ 
pact on local coral ecosystems. 

By 203Q, global wanning 


watersheds, reducing rainfall 
and as a result dmumshing the 
deposit of sediment into the 
sea^ they found. 

"However, these climate 
change-dnven declines ai’e 
outweighed by the impact of 
deforestation," says then 
paper. 


Deforestation in Madagas¬ 
car h as b o o ste d nv er se diment 
fivefold since human settle¬ 
ment expanded tliere, it calcu¬ 
lates. 

Sediment volumes could be 
reduced by between 19 and dS 
percent if between 10 and SO 
percent of natural forest is re¬ 
stored, it says. 


Planting new forests "offers 
promise for sustamable envi¬ 
ronmental outcomes in tlie 
face of climate diange m one 
of tlie world's most important 
biodiversity hotspots," it says. 

Scientists say warmer seas, 
along with overfislung and 
habitat loss, are ma|or perils 


for corals, on winch hundreds 
of millions of people depend 
for their livelihoods. 

A quaiter of reef-huilding 
corals face extinction, accord¬ 
ing to the "Red List" of tlireat¬ 
en ed species compiled by 
International Union for Con- 
seivation of Nature (lUCN).- 
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1. Lac^kJand, for 
One (abbr.> 

A. PuK'a opposite 
Q. Wacky fellow 

11. Shad produd 

12. <[3ive an^'$ 
approval 

13. Ouote 

1 A, Come to an 
end 
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Stimpy*' 
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51. Driveway 
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Telephone 118 

Twelve Step Meetings 

24 hours helpline 583-8989 

Fellowship Clinic S.N. 

Free treatment of 
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Anonymity guaranteed 
Tel. 584-5440 

SOS TELEAYUDO SOS 

Telephone Helpline 
583-1190 

Mon.'Thu. 9 p.m.-12 midn. 
Fri.-Sun. 9 p.m.-2 a.m. 

CAS MARIE 

Alzheimer's Day 
Care Center 
Tel: 5696910 
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HOSPITAL 
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Tel.5a7-4300 
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Obama, Chilean President, push 
Pacific trade pact 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - US 
President Barack Obatna and 
Chilean President Sebastian 
Pinera built new m amen turn 
behind a proposed pan-Pacific 
mega hade pact Tuesday dur¬ 
ing talks at die White House 
Obama biUed tlie Trans-Pa- 
cific Partnersliip (TPP), which 
would encompass 4Q percent 
of the global economy, as a 
“liigh-standard, hi ^-level 

trade agreement" uniting tlie 
“most dynamic and fastest- 
growing region of tlie world " 
“Clule has been an e:icelleut 
partner with us in trying to 
bnng tins multilater^ trade 
agreement to a dose/ Obama 
said. 


Delegations from Aushalia^ 
Brunei, Canada, Chile, Japan, 
Malaysia Mexico, New 
Zealand, Pern, Singapore, the 
United States and Vietnam 
hope to conclude the pact be¬ 
fore hie Asia Pacific Econonnc 
Cooperation (APEC) summit 
m Ball m October. 

Pm era said Clnle, winch al¬ 
ready has a bilateral trade deal 
with the United States, was 
“fully committed" to the TPP 
and hoped to get it con dud ed 
by the deadline. 

Obama has championed the 
TPP as a way to boost the US 
economy through trade and to 
support Ins signature ^rebal- 
ancmg" of US foreign and mil- 


Italy pobcy towards Asia. 

He has called for tlie deal to 
include strong labor rigilts and 
environmental standards but 
the proposed deal is opposed 
by some agricultural groups 
representing rice fanners m 
Japan and daily farmers in 
North America. 

Pinera is on an international 
tour that will also take Inm to 
El Salvador and Panama. Last 
week he was in Canada 

Obama also offered praise 
for businessman Finera‘s lead¬ 
ership, saying bis record in lift¬ 
ing people out of poverty and 
holstenng tlie economy had 
made Ins Soudi American na¬ 
tion a world leader 


Oil prices rebound in line with 
world markets 


LONDON (AFP) - Global oil 
prices rebounded on Tuesday, 
reversing earber losses on tlie 
back of buoyant global stock 
markets, wlnle traders else 
shrugged off Clnnese demand 
concerns and awaited key US 
data, analysts said 

In late afternoon deals m 
London, Brent North Sea 
cru de for deliv ery in July 
jumped $1.23 to $103.27 per 
barrel. 

New York's main contract 
West Texas Intermediate 
(WTI) light sweet cmde for 
My, gamed 65 cents to $94 10 
a barrel 

Wall Street equities ex¬ 
tended their rally in early trade 
on Tuesday, slirugging off a 
rise in the US trade deficit to 
follow Europ ean and Japanese 
shai'eshigher, as stockmai'ket 
investors also awaited fi'esh 
economic data 

At tlie saiue tmie, traders are 
eagerly awaiting the US gov¬ 
ernment's weekly snapshot of 
energy inventories on Wednes¬ 
day, foil owed by the all-impor¬ 
tant non-faim payrolls (NFP) 
report on Friday 


YESTERDAY’S 
Crossword Answer 



The NFP figures ai'e likely 
to provide clues on whether 
the Federal Preserve wiU main¬ 
tain its economic stimulus 
measures. Other US data due 
this week will include indus¬ 
trial output numbers and the 
Fed's outlook on economic 
conditions 

Fed chairman Ben Benianke 
had spooked markets last 
montli when he said that the 
US central bank could taper or 
scale back its stimulus meas¬ 
ures so oner rather than later, if 
economic conditions im¬ 
proved. 

In earlier Asian trading, 
world oil prices had fallen on 
renewed concern 0 :ver weal^en- 
mg demand from China, winch 
IS the world's biggest energy 
consuming nation. 

Global baukmg giant HSBC 
said Monday its reading of 
China's manufecturmg activity 
slirank more than first reported 
in May, confirming the first 
contracbon in seven months. 


HSBC's final purchasing 
managers' index (PMI) reading 
for May came in at 49.2, the 
lowest for eight months and 
worse than the preliminary 
49.6 announced on May 23. A 
reading below 50 indicates 
contraction in the sector 

Tlie softer Clnna numbers 
coincided with data showing 
that US manufacturing activity 
also contracted sbghtly in 
May, contiiiutng a slowdown 
tied botli to slower government 
spending and weaker growth 
abroad. 

Tlie Institute for Supply 
Management purchasing in on¬ 
agers' index for May fell to 
49.Q, one point below the line 
between growth and contrac¬ 
tion, compared with a positive 
50.7in April. 

Tlie slowdown comes amid 
record-higli crude inventories 
in the United States winch puts 
downwai'd pressure on pnces. 



MARSEILLE |AFP} - Photo shows a view of the CMA 
CGM Jules Verne, the world's largest container ship sail¬ 
ing under the French flag, during the inauguration of the 
ship in Marseille, southern France on June 4, 2013. 



TAj MaIiaI 

Authentic Indian Restaurant 
on the Island 


Open Mon - Sat 
Lunch : 12:00 - 3:00 pm 
Dinner: B:O0 -10:00 pm 


Havenstraat 36, 
Behind Royal Plaza Mall, 
Oranjeslad. Tel: 5884494 


AB InBev says completes 
merger with Mexican brewer 
Modeio 


BRUSSELS (AFP) - Aii- 
heuser-Busich InBev said Tues¬ 
day it had completed its 
$20.1-billion (15.4-billion- 
euro) merger with Mexican 
brewer Grupo Mo delo that will 
further sti'eiigtiieii its top posi¬ 
tion m tlie global beer industry 

Tlie maker of Budweiser, 
Beck's and Stella Artois said 
the merger would help unlock 
"significant growth potential 
that Modeio brands such as 
Corona have globally.." 

It added "there will also he 
opportumties to introduce AB 
InBev brands tlirough Mod¬ 
eio 's di stributio ii n etwork" 


In order to secure the ap¬ 
proval of US regulators of the 
merger amiounced last year; 
the comp ames had to divest 
Modelo's entire US business, 
including tlie licenses for Co¬ 
rona beer and other brands in 
tlie Umted States 

AB InBev now holds five of 
tlie top SIX most valuable beer 
brands in the world and pro¬ 
duce rouglily 4CD million hec¬ 
toliters of beer annually. 

AB hiBev previously held a 
50 percent stake in Modeio, 
and following an offer at $9.15 
per share had increased its 
slake 111 die Mexican brewer to 
95 percent. 


Bill Gates backs social 
network for researchers 


SAN FRANCISCO (AFP) - 
Microsoft CO -founder turned 
plulanlliropist Bill Gates on 
Tuesday joined backers of a 
social network aimed at pro¬ 
moting scientific hreak- 
thi'Duglis such as life-saving 
medicines. 

Gates and others pumped 
$35 million into Berlin-based 
Re search Gate, winch was 
started five yeai's ago by tliree 
friends intent on making it eas¬ 
ier for researchers to collabo¬ 
rate and sha'e information. 

"Our goal IS to fi'ee knowl¬ 
edge from the ivory tower, to 
digitahze it and make it acces¬ 
sible for everyone in order to 
accel eiate sci entifi. c pro gi'es s," 
said ResearchGate co-founder 
and chief Ijad Madisch 

Hie roster of P^eseai'chGate 
investors includes Founders 
Fund and Benclimai'k in Sili¬ 
con Valley. 

Madisclx a virologist and 
computer scientist, was work¬ 
ing on research in Boston 
when he was vexed by tlie 
likelihood tliat others had 
wasted money and time doing 
the same failed experiments 
that he was trying 


People must have email ad¬ 
dresses at scientific institutions 
to join ResearchGate, which 
has gi'ownto about 2.9 million 
members m 193 countries, the 
top being Germany, India, 
Britain, and tlie United States. 

Triumphs in the online com¬ 
munity include a Nigerian sci¬ 
entist seeking the cause of a 
girl's death in Afiica sharing 
data with a professor in Italy 
who tlien discovered that a 
dangerous yeast had mutated 
fi’om plants to humans. 

Tins third round of fiindmg 
will enable ResearchGate to 
beef up Its platform for pub¬ 
lishing results and to build 
software tools for members, 
according to Madisch. 

ResearchGate is looking 
into the potential to make 
money witli job boai'ds where 
companies or schools can re¬ 
cruit talent, and wttli advertis¬ 
ing focused on equipment 
needed for experiments. 

Data at ResearchGate was to 
remain firee and open. 

"I call it open science," 
Madisch said. “Hiis will bene¬ 
fit all of us.“ 
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Pork takeover ehows 
foreign feasts 



BEIJING (AFP) - A Clunese 
firm's multi-billion-dollar 

takeo V er d f tlie bi gge st name m 
US pQik IS tlie latest example 
of the countiy's global business 
ambitions;, analysts say -- and 
the need to satisfy domestic 
demand for quality. 

In what will be the biggest 
Chinese corporate purchase 
ever in die United States if ap¬ 
proved, meat processor 
Shuanghui International said 
last week it was buying Smith- 
field Foods m a deal that val¬ 
ued the US company at $7.1 
billion 

That announcement came 
just two days after Cliinese 
conglomerate Fosun - die sm- 
gle largest shai'eholder m Club 
Mediterranee -- said it was 
making a joint bid for the 
French holiday gi'oup. 

Chinese companies are in¬ 
creasingly moving mto foreign 
waters. Direct inveEtment 
overseas in non-financial sec¬ 
tors surged 23.6 percent in 
2012 to $77 22 billion, spread 
across HI countries and re¬ 
gions. 

Once focused on securing 
resources such as oil, gas and 
commodities essential to fuel 
China's rise to become the 
world's second-biggest econ¬ 
omy, the trend now is more 
complex. 

"Chinese companies' over¬ 
seas acquisitions indicate diat 
Chmais redefining its position 
to the global economy," shift¬ 
ing up the value chain firoin 
being the workshop of the 
world, Li Guoxue, a researcher 
at die Chinese Academy of So¬ 
cial Sciences, said in an email. 

" Cltina's nsang global influ¬ 
ence has also facilitated over¬ 
seas investment of Chinese 


companies," he added. 

It IS also die natural result of 
firms getting bigger, said Bala 
B.aniasamy, professor of eco¬ 
nomics at the dima Europe In- 
temational Business School 
(CEIBS) 111 Shanghai. 

But Chmese acquisitions 
can face political opposition 
overseas 

Cluna's biggest overseas 
takeover came last year with 
the $15.1 billion purchase of 
Canadian oil and gas giant 
Kexenby Chinese state-owned 
energy behemoth CNOOC 
After initial resistance Ot¬ 
tawa approved the landmark 
deal in the end 

CNOOC had been forced to 
wididraw a bid for US oil and 
gas producer Unocal in 2QQ5 
due to national security con¬ 
cerns in Washington 

Despite decades of capitalisE 
reforms, numerous Cltinese 
companies remain either ma¬ 
jority state-owned or mamtain 
close government and Com¬ 
munist Party finks Thetr opac¬ 
ity and doubts over corporate 


governance have contnbuted 
to suspidons 

US audiontieshave also ex¬ 
pressed fears over Clunese 
teclmology companies Huawei 
and ZTE, and the state-mn 
Clnna Daily newspaper voiced 
concern diat the Smith field 
deal could face a rocky road. 

"Even tlie conspicuous ab¬ 
sence of national seicurity fac¬ 
tors in tins firiendly takeover 
can hardly guarantee that US 
protectiomsts will not poke 
tlieir nose into it," the paper 
said m an editorial Friday. 

But Jai'od Ji, an analyst at 
Beijing-based Zero2IPO Re¬ 
search Center, said that wlnle 
such ■political nsk" was a con¬ 
cern for China's comp am es 
loolcing abroad, the trend 
would continue. 

Shaun Rein, managing di¬ 
rector of Cluna Mai'ket Re- 
seai'cfi Group, identified two 
key dll vers behind the phe¬ 
nomenon: Cfiinese companies' 
increasing appetite to he world 
players, combined with tlie 
pressures of a less robust do¬ 


mestic economy. 

■ Alot of Chinese companies 
have the ambition to become 
global brands," he said, giving 
Fosun as an example. "Hiey're 
very aggressive, very ambi¬ 
tious and they want to grow 
fost. 

■They're looking at getting 
access to the American and Eu¬ 
ropean mai’kets m order to 
shield themselves from vdiatis 
definitely a slowing Clnnese 
economy" he added 

Chma turned in its weakest 
economic perfoimance m 13 
years in 2012^ with gi'owth 
sliding to 7.S percent for the 
yeai: 

Acquisitions of foreign 
brands and technology can also 
pay important dividends do- 
mesticdly with Chinese con¬ 
sumers fed up by food, quality 
and safety scandals. 

Earlier tins year, Chma was 
shocked by the spectacle of 
more than lfi,ODO dead pigs re¬ 
covered from parts of Shang¬ 
hai's main river, one of a long 
line of food controversies. 


Win Smith film 
'After Earth' 
crashes at US 

I 

box office 

LOS ANGELES (AFP) - 
"Fast & Furious 6" re¬ 
mained atop tfie North 
America box office for a 
second weekend, figures 
showed Monday, but the 
btg story was the spectac¬ 
ular flop for Will Smith's 
"After Earth." 

The post-apocalyptic 
sci^i adventure, co-star- 
ring the Hollywood vet¬ 
eran's son Jaden^ made a 
I ess-than-stellar $27.5 mil¬ 
lion to be pushed into 
third place, behind crime- 
caper "Now You See Me." 

Industry Journal Variety 
called the opening week¬ 
end a "crash landing," 
saying its makers must 
now pin hopes on the fitm 
doing well internationally, 
where ft opens mostly in 
the next week or two. 

The movie was critically 
panned even before its 
weekend release, earning 
a dismal 12 percent rating 
on Rotten Tomatoes, 
which catted it a "dull, 
ploddingly paced exercise 
in sentimental sci^i.''' 

But its dismal debut in 
theaters is a shock, since 
every one of Smith's sum¬ 
mer event movies has 
opened at the top of the 
box office, from "Indepen¬ 
dence Day" to the "Men in 
Black" movies. 

The 44-year-old Is the 
only actor to have eight 
films In a row make more 
than $100 million at the US 
box office and 10 consec¬ 
utive films over $150 mil¬ 
lion internationally, it 
noted. 

Back at the top of the 
box office, "Fast and Furi¬ 
ous G," the action sequel 
starring Vin Diesel and 
Michelle Rodriguez, 
stayed in pole position 
with $35.2 million, ahead 
of $29.3 million for "Now 
You See Me." 
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Gold Coast Aruba: This is tho timo to invost 



— Management of Gold Coast 
Afiiba, the island’s newest and 
most innovative gated com- 
muiiity^ reports that sales have 
been veiy good and encourag¬ 
ing as the global economy re¬ 
covers and people looking to 
purchase vacation homes have 
found that Gold Coast is an 
outstanding investment value. 
Dire dor 0 f S al e s. Fit o Cro es 
has noticed a surpiising per¬ 
centage of Qwnei's in reality do 
not spend a great amount of 
time personally to use tbe vil¬ 
las or town homes they pur¬ 
chase, but are taking 
advantage of Gold Coast’s 
rental services to turn their in¬ 
vestment into ready income. 

"The greater portion of 
home owners ai'e using their 
‘'home away firom home”" in 
Aruba to escape the winter 
months, or spend holidays 
with die family on the island/^ 
he remai'ked, "but I am grati¬ 
fied by how many ai'e buying 
because they fell secure with 
real estate investment on 
Aruba. Hiey really study the 
111 story and economy of the is¬ 
land and are impressed with 
the pohtical stability and con¬ 
tinually increasing value of 
prime locations Gold Coast is 
m tbe hemt of Malm ok, con¬ 
sidered Aiiiba’s most exclu¬ 
sive community where the 
value of propeiTies has only in¬ 
creased over time. It is only 
minutes to the best beaches 
and all die acUon, and yet of¬ 
fers a quiet and secluded get¬ 


away, we ai'e very pleased by 
the response to our concept." 

Filo, with Ins sister Maynn 
and brother Rudy operate Cas 
Bon, which has been con¬ 
structing homes and building 
developments for all budgets 
for nearly twenty years. “Gold 
Coast Aruba IS the j ewel in our 
crown," observes Filo. "We 
were very excited about this 
project and the scope of actual 
and planned facilities and 
amenitieE. We have spoken to 
countless island visitors to find 
out what they would really 
want in a permanent residence 
on Aruba, and took from 
there." 

Input from firequent vaca¬ 
tioners who have dreamed of 
their own home in Aruba con¬ 
tributed to the realization of 
Gold Coast Aruba wliichvdien 
c ompl ete will b e a c ommunity 


Q f 260 town homes^ villas and 
condomimmiLS with a stunning 
clubhouse complemented by 
two additional community 
pool areas, The Clubhouse is 
about to start construction and 
will offer to tbe community 
homeowners and visitors 2 
tennis couits, full service spa 
and fitness center as well as a 
stunning pool area and is ex¬ 
pected to he complete by early 
2D13. It will also house a 
restaurant and mmi-market. 

Owners who purchased 
upon the gi'oundbreaking only 
a few short years ago, are al¬ 
ready enjoying a nearly 5D% 
appreciatiDn on their invest¬ 
ment particularly tliose taking 
advantage of the on site man¬ 
agement’s rental services pro¬ 
gram. There is always a great 
demand for Aruba and facili¬ 
ties such as those at Gold 


Coast, mal^e it easy for some 
owners to see a valuable return 
on their investment. 

Tlie design of the resi¬ 
dences and public ai'e as is 
open, any and spacious, taking 
full advantage of the island en¬ 
vironment with quality con¬ 
struction and fim slung 
available. Partnering with two 
of Aiiiba’s top providers of 
kitchens and hallirooms en¬ 
ables developers to offer cus¬ 
tom options allowing buyers 
to individualize their homes. 
An elegant and cliic hirniture 
package is available or island 
designers will assist owners in 
finislung the decor to their 
specific tastes. 

Tliere are many aspects to 
purchasing property, not the 
least IS the future value of the 
investment. To further en¬ 


hance this. Gold Coast man¬ 
agement have inaugurated a 
number of in-house seivnces 
and have recently become af¬ 
filiated Interval International, 
the world’s largest network of 
vacation ownerslup properties 
winch provides an unlimited 
international pool of investors 
to tap for ownerslup and rental 
prospects. Pi'operty exchange 
for a vacation in another desti¬ 
nation is also available 
tlirough the Interval Interna¬ 
tional affiliation. Gold Coast’s 
own rental services have also 
proven higlily successful in as¬ 
sisting owners in renting their 
villas, 24-hour security and 
maintenance services also tip 
the scales when it is time to 
make a decision Aside fi'om 
all tlus, housekeeping, child 
care, catering services , car 
rental through its partnerslup 
with AVIS car rental are also 
available as well as pre-shop¬ 
ping seivices so cupboards 
and refi'igerators are stocked 
upon aiTival, wluch can also 
be arranged tlifough their 
property management depart¬ 
ment. Personnel are also svml- 
able to assist in arranging 
restaurant reservations and is¬ 
land activities. 

Vifflt tlieii' website: www. 
guldcoastnruba.com for 
more details and availability 
or call 5S6-22fJ0 to arrange a 
personal tom'. 


Eat like a local at The Queen’s restaurant at 

Palm Beach Plaza 



Grandma's clasic £tew' beef witli Rice and Potato salad 



Varella, Lui£i and the next genei ation of chef 


An elegant decor with a breezy 
terrace overlooking Palm 
Beach welcomes guests to 
Varella Iimocencia’s very pop¬ 
ular restaurant showcasing au- 
tlientic local cuisine: 

The Queen’s. 

They may have moved 
from Oranjestad to hipper new 
digs in Palm Beach Plaza but 
the food and prices are stiiclly 
native, which is what first won 
tlus chamung eatery tlieir loyal 
cli entel e Var el I a ‘ s mo in. 


Luisa, IS still in the kitchen, 
conjunng up tlie delicious 
dishes that have been in her 
family for generations, ac¬ 
knowledged on the menu witli 
items such as "Cai'ni Stoba di 
Mamachi’’-"Grandma'5 Beef 
Stevy" and their Arawak Steak, 
along witli local delicacies like 
Kesln Yena -"Full Cheese." 
Tlus is a tasty, fillmg stew of 
chicken, with other ingredients 
that are handy tliat day, all in¬ 
cased in a tluck skin of melted 


Gouda. It was very satisfying 
and particularly memorable 
paired with The Queen’s garhc 
bread and very special Pica a 
mix of chopped onions and the 
famous local hot pepper, 
Madame Janette. Not overly 
spicy. It lends tii at p effect bit o f 
tang to tins deliciously pictur¬ 
esque meal. 

One of the distinctions of 
Aruban cuisine is incorporat¬ 
ing uiuque indigenous ingredi¬ 
ents sui± as in Wild Cucumber 
Stew and a particulai' light fish 
chowder accompanied by the 
local specialties pan ban (com 
meal pancake) and fiinclu (tlie 
local version of polenta.) 

S eafo 0 d main c ours es fo r 
Catch of die Day Aruban Style 
to shrimp and a mixed seafood 
platter with shrimp, fish, squid, 
scallops and mussels. Meat 
dishes such as BBQ Chicken 
and Ribs or Grilled Tenderloiix 
each including a choice of 2 
side dishes,, all qmte yummy 


and bai'gam-priced to booli 

The Queen’s is located on 
the second level of Palm 
Beach Plaza, tucked into a 
cozy corner at the fiont of die 
mall. If you have a mind to try 
the real deal in Aruban food, 
without a doubt, this is die way 
to truly eat like a local. 

They are open daily, 
from 11:00 am to 11:00pm, 


TeK: SSGOffiM and 

email: saus.arnbancui- 
sinei@live.com, offering in¬ 
door and outdoor duimg. Aside 
firom an extensive menu diey 
also hav^e daily specials made 
from whatever is in season and 
Mama Luisa is in die mood to 
prep ai'e, so don’t forget to ask 
about what isn’t on the menu I 
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Athletes: Bolt ready to kick- 
start Euro season in Rome 



ROME |AFP| - Six^me Olympic champion Usain Bolt 
said he is ready to put his injury woes behind him when 
he Eines up at the Rome Gofd^ Gala for his first appear¬ 
ance of the year in Europe on Thursday. Bolt's start to 
the season has been hampered by hamstring problems 
and, a month ago, American rival Justin Gadm posted 
an impressive time of 9.9Tsec at the opening Diamond 
League event of the season in Doha. Meanwhile, Bolt 
was clocking a comparatively mediocretimeof lO.OBsec 
for the 100 metres at the Cayman Invitational, way be¬ 
hind his world record tim e of 9.58. But ahead of his Eu¬ 
ropean debut at Rome's Stadio Olimpico on Thursday, 
the 26-year-old Jam aican said he is now up to competi¬ 
tion speed. 

Tennis: Sweei-teethed 
Serena back in semis 


PARIS (AFP)-Worldnumber 
one Serena Williamii revealed 
a sweet-toothed recipe is aid¬ 
ing her quest for a first french 
Open crown in 11 years after 
readying the semi-finals Tues¬ 
day with a l3-i, 3-6, b-3 win 
over unseeded Russian Svet¬ 
lana Kuznetsova. 

Her secret? Chocolate and 
macaro ons. 

Tlie 31-yeai'-Qld laughed as 
she contemplated a first ap¬ 
pearance in the last four at 
P^-oland DaiTos since 2003,, 
since when she has endured 
four qualter-final ezits and 
also a first round humiliation 
12 montlis ago. 

Asked tlie reason beliind her 
renaissance on the slow red 


clay she said: "I guess (rni) 
pretty fit. I had some chocolate 
yesterday. And the day before 
-- and the day before and the 
day before. 

Victory extended Williams' 
winning streak to 29 matches 
as she moved into a semi-final 
clash agamst Italian fifth seed 
Sara Errani, the runner-up to 
Maria Sharfqp ova last yeai'. 

Williams, who had dropped 
just 10 games m reaching tlie 
last-eight, admitted she found 
the wind tiicky, but she still 
found her game quickly with 
breaks in the second and sixth 
games, having sealed the 
opener with an ace on the 
Suzanne Lenglen court. 


Oscar 
Pistorius 
hearing 
postponed 
to August 

PRETORIA (AFP) - A South 
Afi’ican court on Tuesday post¬ 
poned the pre-trial heating of 
□scar Pistorius to August 19 to 
allow police to wi'ap up their 
probe into Iris Valentine's Day 
shooting of model girlfiiend 
Reeva Steenkamp. 

Looking tense and somber 
in a grey suit and blue slnrt and 
tie, the 26-year-old Para¬ 
lympian dubbed the "Blade 
Runner'* briefly appeai'ed in 
court for the first time since 
being released on bail over the 
murder that shattered his hero 
image. 

In a macabre coincidence. Ins 
next court appearance will fell 
on the same day that Ins slam 
lover would have turned 30. 

The hearing inside the 
packed courtroom lasted only 
a few minutes as prosecutors 
sought, and defence agreed to, 
a postponement to allow police 
to wrap up tlieir investigation. 

Pistonus IS accused of mur¬ 
dering Steenkamp in the early 
hours of Valentine's Day at Ins 
upmai'ket home in the South 
Afi’ican capital. 

Prosecutors have charged 
tlie star splinter witli premedi¬ 
tated murder. Convictiou cai’- 
ries a maximum sentence of 
life in prison. 

He has lost lucrative con¬ 
tracts with US sportswear 
giant Hike and Frendi cosmet¬ 
ics firm daiins, among others, 
and has reportedly also been 
fined about one million rand 
for undeclared taxes. 

A single judge will eventu¬ 
ally hear the murder trial, as 
South Afirica does not have a 
jury system 


SPORTS 


Tennis: Come in 
number 5 - Ferrer 
bides time as 
Tsonga iooms 



PARIS (AFP) - World number 
five Da^'id Ferrer. It seems a 
faintly underwhelming epithet 
which should speak volumes 
in an era of men's tennis dom¬ 
inated by four men. 

But the softly spoken 
Spaniard says he shouldnt be 
underestimated after reaching 
the semi-finals at the French 
Open for a second straight 
year particularly with P^.oge^ 
Federer now out, courtesy of 
next opponent Jo-Wilfiried 
Tsonga, wlnle Andy Murray 
scratched through injury. 

Feirer may not have the ca¬ 
chet of defending champion 
Rafael Hadal or top seed 
Hovak Djokovic, the other 
members of the top four who 
currently dominate the game-. 

Yet he does have the advan¬ 
tage of having won all five of 
Ihs encounters in Pans in 
straight sets, spending just 
lune hours on court, keeping 
him ultra-fire sh. 

The 31-year-old, beaten in 
last year's semi-finals by 
Hadal, stands second only to 
the seven-time champion on 
the Spanish all-time list of 
Grand Slam match winners -- 
Tuesday's tlirashmg of anotlier 
Spamard, Tommy Robredo, 
for the loss of just four games 
being Ins IQ 2nd Slam singles 
success. 

Even so^ sixth seedTsonga's 
7-5, 6-3, 6-3 rout of Federer 


suggests that Ferrer will find 
once again that the semi marks 
his Roland GaiTos high water¬ 
mark. 

Yet Tsonga will beware a 
man who leads lum 2-1 in 
their cai’eer senes to date, even 
if a raucous Parisian crowd 
will be rooting for the French¬ 
man. 

Among the Spanish legion 
of cl ay coulters Ferrer could 
never lay claim to tlie 'swash¬ 
buckling' adjective winch so 
defines Hadal. 

Yet 1 f he pi ou ghs an unsp ec- 
tacular finiTow he did land 
seven titles last season to fin¬ 
ish in the world top ten for a 
fourth time, while he earlier 
this year landed Ins 2Qtti sin¬ 
gles title in Buenos Aires for 
his tenth triumph on clay 

Ferrer beat his French rival, 
who towers fiilly 13 centime¬ 
tres (five inches) over hrm, in 
P^.ome in 2010 and again on 
hard court in Parrs last autumn 
on Ins way to the title but lost 
in the round of 16 at 2011 
Wimbledon 

Tliree years older than 2S- 
year-old Tsonga^ who will he 
competing in Ins first Roland 
GaiTos semi-final - the 
Frenclnnan was Austi’alian 
Open runner-up five years ago 
- Feirer says the veterans ai’e 
increasingly having their day 
with 30 no longer seen as their 
basic sell-by date. 
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If it is a sport we win show it! 


Patalympics: No action against 
van der Vorst - IPC 



Swimming: Phelps enjoying 
retirement, no comeback 
plans 



PARIS (AFP) - The Intema- 
tional Paridympic ComniiUee 
(IPC) said on Tuesday that it 
would take no action against 
Dutch hand-cyclist Monique 
van der Vbrst for misrepresent¬ 
ing her impairment.. 
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Van der Vorst, now 2S, used 
a wheelchair for nearly 13 
years after her left leg was 
paralysed and her right knee 
stopped woii^ing properly. 

She won silver in the hand- 
cycling lime-trial and road 
race at the 2003 Paralympics 
in Beijing but, two years later, 
recovered the use of her legs 
following a road accident. 

In 2D11, she signed a pro¬ 
fessional contract uilh Dutch 
cycling team Rabobank 

The IPC began an investiga¬ 
tion following reports of her 
recovery to determine whetlier 
she had intentionally misrep¬ 
resented her impairment dur¬ 
ing her career. 

In a statement, IPC medical 
and scientific director Peter 
Van de Vliet said they spent 
more than 12 months gather¬ 
ing evidence about the case. 
Van der Vorst herself had pro¬ 
vided a "comprehensive and 
clear picture of her story V he 
added. 

"Overtire course of her Pai'- 
alympic career, Monique pre¬ 
sented for classification on 
several occasions with sup¬ 
portive medical evidence of 
muscular dystrophy and pain- 
related clinical manifestation," 
he said on paialympic.org. 

The IPC said it was only in 
late 2012 that doctors diag¬ 
nosed tire cydist with Conver¬ 
sion Disorder -- a psychiatiic 
condition that cair cause neu¬ 
rological symptoms such as 
nuirrbness, blindness, paralysis 


or fits without any apparent or¬ 
ganic cause. 

It IS thou girl tlrat symptoms 
can be tiggered in response to 
stressful situations that affect 
a person's mental health. 

"The IPC accepts therefore 
that Monique did not deliber¬ 
ately misrepresent her impair¬ 
ment when subject to 
classification evaluation on a 
number of occasions during 
her para-■:ycling career." 

lire IPC, which said that as 
a result "there is no need for 
any action to be taken against 
die athl ete", said it would ui'ge 
classification panels to in¬ 
crease efforts to check under¬ 
lying impairment types, 
particularly where "clinical 
mairifestation is confounded 
by pain". 


DOHA (AFP) - Iran boosted 
thar chances of clinclnng an 
automatic bertli from Asia at 
next year's World Cup finals 
with a 1-Q win over Qatai' in 
thar crucial qualifying game 
here on Tuesday 

Irani an-Dutch striker Res a 
Nourma struck tiie vital goal in 
the dfith minute to aid 2022 
World Cup hosts Qatar's hopes 
of reaching the finals. 

It was the first time Iran had 
beaten Qatarm four qualifyring 
matches for the Brasil tourna¬ 
ment. 

Tliar three previous 
matches, including two in tlie 
third and penultimate phase of 
qualifying, had ended in di'aws. 

Tuesday's victory took Iran 
to 10 points in group A ftnd 
with two more games m hand, 
the Asian giants look set for 
thar fouilh appeai'aiice in the 
World Cup finals 
Qatar's already slim hopes of 
quahfying for football's show- 


BERLIM (AFP) - Olympic 
swimming great Michael 
Phelps said Tuesday he was 
enjoying his retirement from 
the sport and had no future 
plans for a retuni to competi¬ 
tion. 

"I'm veiy happy with my 
life right now. I'm enj Dying my 
retirement," tlie record IS-time 


piece event depended on a vic¬ 
tory ova Iran, and for the bet¬ 
ter pai1 of tile first half they 
appeared on course with 
speedy moves that occasion¬ 
ally caught tile liamans nap¬ 
ping. 

Tlie match was played 
against the backdrop of pohli- 
cal tensions over Qatar and 
Iran's role in tiie S3man cnsis, 
but fans, mcluding sevaal hun¬ 
dred espat Iranians, were gen¬ 
erally well behaved. 


Olympic champion told Ger¬ 
man daily Die Welt during a 
visit to Berlin, adding that he 
was spending much of his time 
playing golf 

Asked whether his retire¬ 
ment was permanent, Phelps, 
vAld bowed out after becoming 
tile most decorated Olympian 
in luslory at Loudon 2012 
where he took Ins ovaall 
medal haul to 22, replied "1 
don't know Pdght now. I'm 
happy with my hfe," preferring 
to t^k ab out golfi which he la- 
helled "the hardest sport I've 
ever done " 

However, tlie 27-year-old 
insisted he wouldn't simply 
vanish fi'oin the scene. 

"I will still be seen at the 
edge of the pool at tiie world 
championslnps, and I will of 
course watcli the 20 Id 
Olympics in Rio." 

Phelps last montii threw 
cold water on reports that he 
would come out of retirement 
with a view to swmmmg at 
tile 2016 Games. 
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NBA: LeBron sparks Heat 
against Spurs for crown 



Miami Heafs Dwyane Wade (Rf, LeBron James (2nd R), 
Chris Bosh (back C) and hfs son Jackson look on as Ray 
Allen holds the Eastern Conference cham pi on ship trophy 
after they defeated the Indiana Pacers during Game 7 


(AfP)-LeBion James 
has the 'iacLce for revenge 
against the team tliat spoiled Ins 
hrst trip to tlie NBA Finals 
when die Miami Heat meet die 
San Anlomo Spurs in this year's 
champiDiislnp senes starting 
Thursday, 

James, a four-time NBA 
Most Valuable Playei; will lead, 
defending ohampion Miami 
into the besl-of-seveu show¬ 
down with the veteran Spurs, 
who won five titles fiom 1999 
tlirough JD07 but have not re¬ 
turned to tlie NBA Finals since. 

‘They have got a bunch of 
Hall of Famers, so I look for¬ 
ward to die challenge," James 
said. 

‘Tills is an opportunity for us 
again to be able to win a cham- 
pi onsliip I have a 1 ot o f work to 
shll do^ but It's a gi'eat thing to 
be in this position.'' 

Janies, likely destined for die 
Basketball hall of Fame luni- 
selt first reached the NBA Fi¬ 
nals widi Cleveland in 20Q7, 
when the Spurs swept tlie Cav¬ 
aliers to claim die ctdwil 


Three years latei; Janies took 
Ins talents to Miami to play 
alongside Dwyane Wade and 
Chfls Bosh and the Heat have 
reached die NBA Finals ever 
since, losing to Dallas in 2011 
before beating Oklalioma City 
last year to give "King" James 
Ins first NBAicrown. 

‘Our team is more experi¬ 
enced," James said. ‘My Cleve¬ 
land team, we were veiy young 
and we went up against a very 
exp eri ence d, well - co ached 
team And diey took advantage 
of every dung that we did. 

The Spurs have not sat on 
their laurels, either, aldiough 
they will have been off 10 days 
before the opener since sweep¬ 
ing Memphis in the Western 
Conference final wlule Indiana 
tuok tlie Heat to seven games in 
the East final. 

French pi aymaker Parker, the 
20Q7 NBA Finals Most Valu¬ 
able Playei; said the rest will 
help coach Gregg Popovich's 
bmised squad heal, especially 
big man Tim Duncan and Ar¬ 
gentine guaid Manu Ginobili. 


Six yeai's after wmmng his 
first tide, Parker hungers for an¬ 
other 

"It's an imbellevable feeling 
because ids really hai'd to go to 
Hie Finals, to win a champi- 
onsJup. I was 21 when I won 
my first one, and you think it's 
easy and you're going to go 
back every year 

"Every team wants to beat 
you, and that's why it makes it 
even more special to go back 
after all diose years pla 3 mig at a 
bgh level with the same co ach, 
with die same big three. 

Tlie Heat went a league-best 
dfi-ld this season to earn a 
home-court edge, including a 
27-ganie win streak, die sec¬ 
ond-longest in NBA Instory 
Hie Spurs went 53-24. 

Miami boasts Janies, Wade 
and Bosh while the Spurs ai'e 
led by Pai'ker, Ginobili and 
Duncan, a three-fame NBA Fi¬ 
nals Most Valuable Player who 
averaged 17 S points and 9.9 re¬ 
bounds a game. He seeks a 
SDctli career NBA crown 

Wade and Bosh have strug¬ 
gled at times in the playoffs but 
diey will need to be on their 
game to face the chad eng e San 
Antomo provides. 

"Obviously we're a much 
better team when we have 
everyone clicking at the same 
time. Hiat's obvious,* James 
said. "WeVe had more games 
where everyone was clicking 
diannot so." 

Miami wonbodiregular-sea¬ 
son meetings of the clubs but 
neither provided true insight 
into bow tbe teams match up 
Duncan, Parker and Ginobili 
were benched by Popovich for 
die game in Mianu, amove diat 
brought a J250,ODO fine from 
die NBA and die Healbendied 
James and Wade for die re¬ 
match 111 Texas. 



TBahupoo Reef (AFP ji: US Garrett McNamara (L) and 
US Mark Healey (R^ compete during a free session of 
surf tow in^ m the southern Pacific ocean island of Tahiti, 
French Polynesia, on June 1,2013 inTeahupoo. 
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